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A well-rounded program of
	 • Reading and Phonics
	 • Language and Creative Writing
	 • Penmanship
	 • Spelling, Vocabulary, Poetry

Grades 1–6



Pensacola Christian College is known na-
tionally for its outstanding training of Christian 
school educators and other Christian work-
ers.  God raised up A Beka Book, an affiliate of 
Pensacola Christian College, to provide Chris-
tian schools with God-honoring, high-quality 
textbooks and teaching aids.  Over the past  
50 years, the hundreds of traditional Christian 
educational materials from A Beka Book  have 
been developed and refined in the classrooms of 
Pensacola Christian Academy, one of Ameri-
ca’s largest and most respected Christian day 
schools.   A Beka Book materials are built upon 
a foundation of Scriptural truth and are written 
by dedicated and talented Christian scholars 
who are well grounded in the practical aspects 
of classroom teaching.

The A Beka Book Language Arts Program gives 
students the tools they need to write and speak 
clearly and effectively and to read with compre-
hension, appreciation, and discernment.

• Train students to read the Bible with understanding
• Increase ability to read with comprehension, appreciation, 

and discernment
• Teach students to decode the written language easily

• Introduce man’s best use of God’s gift of language by 
means of suitable literary selections for each grade

• Educate students in traditional grammar and standard 
usage and mechanics

• Train students to be comfortable with correct grammar, 
pronunciation, and usage in conversation and other 
forms of speech

• Refine ability to write clearly and effectively
• Give a variety of public speaking opportunities and helps

Spelling, Vocabulary, and Poetry 
• Ensure confident, correct spelling
• Increase writing, speaking, and reading vocabularies

Penmanship
• Provide practice for penmanship excellence
• Encourage students to concentrate on their writing skills

Language 
Arts Program 


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Objectives

	 • Sharpen thinking skills	 • Refine listening skills

Encourage the use of God’s gift of language to edify

Teach students to think in Christian perspective 

	 • Teach study skills	 • Teach essential research skills

	 All A Beka Book materials are designed for and tested at Pensacola Christian Academy.

Reading and Phonics

Language and Creative Writing  
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Reading

	 • Teach study skills	 • Teach essential research skills

A Beka Book phonics teaches grades 1 and 2 students the short sounds 
of the vowels and then how to blend these sounds with a consonant.  In a 
short time, students are able to read the hundreds of one-syllable words 
which have short vowel sounds.  This allows students to feel a sense of 
accomplishment from the very beginning.  Once they have mastered the 
simple words, they learn more sounds and longer words.

Phonics skills are applied in meaningful, character-building sto-
ries that correlate with the phonics concepts as they are learned.

The A Beka Book Reading Program features 
fascinating stories that spark interest while 
building students’ character, comprehension 
skills, and understanding.  The result is highly 
motivated, confident students who delight in 
the amount and variety of Scripturally sound 
reading material available to them.  A variety of 
literature—from delightful classics to modern 
stories, poetry, and children’s novels—gives stu-

dents insight into their culture and their world 
and presents them with Christian ideals and 
spiritual values.  A Beka Book readers are filled 
with colorful illustrations to instruct, inspire, 
and spark the imagination.  Students also read 
the Bible as a regular part of their reading class; 
and because of their strong phonics foundation, 
they are able to read the Bible with accuracy and 
understanding from an early age.

 “Our reading program is a success due to the incredible  
	 phonics program you have written.”  —Principal, California

Phonics

Phonics and Reading
Student Materials Support Materials

	 Handbook for Reading 	 Curriculum Guide
	 Letters and Sounds 1 & 2 	 Teacher Keys
	 More than 45 Readers 	 Teacher Editions

More than 45 Readers
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Language is a gift from God.  It is man’s most impor-
tant tool—the tool of thought.  In a day of poor and lazy 
communication skills, A Beka Book  emphasizes how lan-
guage works and how to use it in the best way.

This carefully developed traditional grammar program 
for young writers builds confidence and capability in 
written and spoken language.  Its accent on achievement 
makes grammar and writing a pleasure to teach and a joy 
to learn.

Grammar is taught with the purpose of making clear 
to students the orderly structure of language, a picture of 
God’s orderly plan for the world and for their lives.  The 
grammar is taught in a useful, practical way—in conjunc-
tion with composition and oral usage.  

The program provides a balanced scope and sequence 
of language skills that promotes learning success.  Think-
ing, reading comprehension, and writing skills are em-
phasized in grades 1–6 as students master traditional 
grammar and apply what they learn to oral and written 
communication.

Lessons contain exercises to develop, apply, and rein-
force skills and concepts.  The generous supply of prac-
tice exercises means that no additional worksheets are 
needed.  A rich array of composition exercises enables 
students to apply what they learn to their own writing.  
Review is built in from unit to unit and from year to year 
to build confidence and promote lifelong mastery for all 
students.

 “Your quality materials 
are making a difference 

in the spiritual and   
intellectual development 

of my children.”   
—Oregon/ Parent

Language and Creative Writing

Fourth Grade
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Additional student application
Concrete concepts introduced

Samples of new concept

24   Part 1 / Composition: Creativity and Craftsmanship

Combine the following ideas into one sentence by using although,  
because, if, since, or unless.

 1. I work out every day.

  I may pass the physical fitness test.

  

 2. I worked out for two months.

  I passed the physical fitness test.

  

  

 3. I worked out for two months.

  I failed the physical fitness test.

  

  

  

  

Sentence or Run-On?

Is this a run-on sentence?

When we were studying astronomy, we visited a planetarium.

No.  The comma is helping to join a fragment to a sentence.  It is not joining two 
sentences.  Therefore, a conjunction is not necessary.

In fact, words such as although, because, if, since, unless, and when are very useful 
in combining ideas.  These words help the writer show the specific relationship between 
ideas—in a way that compound subjects and verbs and sentences cannot.

I may go to the game.  I finished my homework.

How are these ideas related?  Here are some possibilities.  Do you see the changes 
in meaning?

I may go to the game because I finished my homework.

Since I finished my homework, I may go to the game.

I may go to the game if I finish my homework.

I may not go to the game unless I finish my homework.

Concepts reinforced 
by practical exercises

Unit 1 / Say It in a Sentence   25

Copyright © 2001 Pensacola Christian College • Not to be reproduced. Language C

Some of the following groups of words are sentences.  Others are run-ons.  
Write S before the sentences and RO before the run-on sentences.

  1. There are twelve major constellations they are different in each hemisphere.

  2. Mars can easily be seen without a telescope, and it appears to be a red star.

  3. Saturn can be seen without a telescope its rings, however, can only be seen 
   through a telescope.

  4. Since we are in the Milky Way, we can see only its outer rim.

  5. Some galaxies have an irregular form, others have a definite spiral shape.

  6. Alpha Centauri is one of the closest stars to the earth it is actually three stars 
   close together.

  7. A comet is large and is a great distance away from the earth, but a meteor is 
   usually small and sometimes collides with the earth.

Be ready to explain the error in each run-on sentence  
when your teacher asks you. 

(1) Write S before the sentences and RO before the run-on sentences.   
(2) Use proofreader’s symbols to correct the sentences.  The first one is  
done for you.

  1. Dwight D. Eisenhower was a famous general of World War II, he was later elected 
   President of the United States.

  2. Gasoline produces fumes and explodes readily.

  3. The first Model T was built in 1908, and the last one was assembled in 1927.

  4. We read Chapter 6 yesterday, we had a quiz on it today.

  5. The Bible contains more truth than all other books in the world combined, it is 
   the most important book ever written.

  6. God’s Word also tells us everything that we need to know about how to live 
   successfully in this world.

  7. If you want to understand your purpose in life, study God’s Word every day.

  8. Commit thy works unto the Lord.

.

Language
Student Materials Support Materials

	 Language 1 	 Teacher Editions/Keys
	 Language 2
	 Language 3
	 God’s Gift of Language A    (4) 	 Sentence Strips    (4–6)
	 God’s Gift of Language B    (5) 	 Oral Language Exercises    (4–6)
	 God’s Gift of Language C    (6) 	 Language Charts    (4–6)

abeka.com
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LANGUAGE SERIES

Writing & Grammar 
Work-text
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The main goal of the A Beka Book Penmanship Program is 
to present a step-by-step approach to good penmanship 

that is consistent from grade to grade.  Students are 
taught neatness and correct letter formation while 

learning that a person’s work is a portrait of him-
self.  Each day as younger students practice their 
writing, they can improve their phonics skills 
with applications built right into the writing 
exercises.  Older students enjoy writing on 
various topics as well as penmanship exercises.

Penmanship
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Penmanship • Creative Writing
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Penmanship
Student Materials Support Materials

	 Writing with Phonics    (1) 	 Curriculum Guides   (1–6)

	 Cursive Writing Tablet    (1) 	 Cursive Formation Flashcards   (1–2)

	 Writing with Phonics    (2) 	 Seatwork Charts   (1–2)

	 Seatwork Tablet    (2)

	 Cursive Writing Skillbook    (3) 	 Cursive Writing Wall Cards    (3–6)

	 Penmanship Mastery I    (4)

	 Penmanship Mastery II    (5)

	 Creative Writing     
	       with Penmanship Skills (6)

Grade 6Grade 5
Grade 4
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A Beka Book has designed a fast-paced, com-
prehensive, skills-teaching system that makes 
spelling  “second nature” to young writers.  This 
straightforward teach/practice/test approach 
has two important advantages over the expen-
sive workbook approach to teaching spelling: it 
is economical, and it works!

Spelling & Poetry    Grade 2

62Spelling and Poetry 2

ListList
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15. color

16. tore

17. score

18. store

19. shore

20. before

21. explore

8. warn

9. warm

12. doctor

10. award

11. reward

13. pastor

14. Creator

2. wrap

3. wrong

4. wrinkle

5. wrestle

1. written

6. washing

7. water

wr in wrinkle

ar in dollar
or in sailor

  

23. dollar

24. wore

25. worn

22. collar

Sight Words

Vocabulary Words

col ___________Creat ___________

doll ___________ coll ___________

1              Phonics Fun

doct ___________

past ___________

 26. business: one’s work; a special job

 27. examine: to look at carefully

 28. disturb: to bother

Write or in sailor or ar in dollar to make a spelling word.

or in morning
wa in wash
war in warm

Thinking 
abilities 
developed 
by “sight 
words”

Phonetic 
blends 
reinforced 
by practical 
exercises

Phonetic 
special 
sounds 
basis

Spelling 
words 
assigned in 
phonetic 
order

Spelling, 
Vocabulary, Poetry

  Student, California —    

 “I want to thank you for your Spelling, Vocabulary, 
Poetry 4 book.  I was in the city spelling bee, and  
I won!  The words I had to spell to win were in 
your spelling book.  I might not have won if you 
hadn’t put them in the book.”  

Penmanship

Spelling, Vocabulary, Poetry
Student Materials Support Materials

	 Spelling and Poetry 1 	 Spelling 1 Teaching Charts

	 Spelling and Poetry 2 	 Spelling 2 Teaching Charts

	 Spelling and Poetry 3 	 Curriculum Guides

	 Spelling, Vocabulary, Poetry 4 	

	 Spelling, Vocabulary, Poetry 5

	 Spelling, Vocabulary, Poetry 6

Grade 6


